
SOLOMON B. WATSON IV 
Senior Vice President 

and 
General Counsel 

RHONDA L. BRAUER 
VERNON R. BYRD, JR. 

LAURA J. CORWIN 
MAGGIE R. DRUCKER 
GEORGE FREEMAN 
MARCIJANE KRAFT 

ADAM LIPTAK 
ELENA PRODANOV 

KENNETH A. RlCHlERl 
LEE K. RIFFATERRE 

ALISON C.M. ZOELLNER 

. . . .  RE C E I !t F c. 
FED E f!A L h L E C.TIO H 

C0HHISSIg)C. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY 
LEGAL DEPARTMENT 
229 WEST 43 STREET 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 01:FICi OF r ' t y $ t i L  
. . . .  CI ;* ! 1 #.( c 1:. . - .. ?% . ai.. 

October 18, 1999 

General Counsel's Office 
Federal Election Commission 
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Re :.' I '  ,;.. MUR 4 92 9 ' ( ComDlaint . . . . .  .of Rhawn Josep h). . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ .! L., .... -: . . . . .  .. ......... ,- . . . . . . . . . .  . : . . . . .  ;.-.. . (.. ., .. . . . . . . . .  : i... :- . . . . .  - , 'I" 
.i. '>..'a. . .  ..-. _I ... J. . . . .  : 

. .  . ...... ......... ... .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ._ . c.. ..: . . . . .  : .... - - - %  ... ".I . . " , : .: : l i .  . . . .  Gentlemen/Ladie:S :=.,-.., r. ., ::.. &iL-:z2 -i. -_. -. ,..--:- ~ , . ~  
I * I  . . .  . . . . . .  . .-,e. i :> - .- - ir .: , , , 

. .  
I -  - .  

No action shbuld be taken against The New York 
Times Company in this matter for two reasons. -'First, there 
is nothing in Dr. Joseph's complaint concerning any 
particular alleged conduct of The New York Times Company. 
Second, the Federal Election Commissionls own enabling 
legislation, at 2 U.S.C. § 431(9) (B) (I) , excludes. the 
following from the definition of.,a campaign Ilexpenditurell: . . 

d. 

....... 
_..Ad.. 

. ..... . . . . . . .  / : r . - . . ;  I ;.ypubl,ication, .... .-_. . unless such facilities are . -  . . 

owned or controlled by any political 
.party, pol.itica& -committee,. or .candidate ..- . . . .  . _  . .  , .  
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This provision is consistent with the Commission's 
regulations at 11 C.F.R. § lOOJ(b)(2). The purpose of 
Congress in enacting this provision was clearly stated in 
its legislative history. Congress sought to "make it plain 
that it [was] not the intent of Congress in the present 
legislation to limit or burden in any way the first 
amendment freedoms of the press" but rather to assure "the 
unfettered right of newspapers, TV networks, and other 
media to cover and comment on political campaigns.Il 
H. Rep. No. 1239, 93d Cong., 2nd Sess. (1974), at 4 .  

I have enclo'sed a,statement of designatidn of 
couns.eL ar,d ..l.ook. forward to hearing from you should the- FEC 
pursue' this matter. 
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Enclosure 

cc: Solomon B. Watson IV 

Adam Liptak 



STATEHERT OF DESIGNATIOW OF COUNSEL 
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2. HAME OF mmsm: Adam Liptak, Esq. 

ADDRESS: The New York T i m e s  Company 

229 West 43d S t r e e t  

New York, New York 10036 

TELEPHONE:. 212/556-1882 
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The above-named individual is hereby .designated as my 

counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other 

communications from the Commis,sion and to act on'my behalf before 
.. 

the Commission. 
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. New York, New York 10036 
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